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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 1 1/8/2004. 

2 . Claims 1 -24, 26-29 are pending. 

3. Claim 25 is canceled. 

4. The previous rejections to claims 1 -29 under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph are hereby 
withdrawn in view of applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-24, 27 are directed to non-statutory subject matter. The language of the claim 
raises a question as to whether the claim is directed merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a 
technological art, environment or machine which would result in a practical application 
producing a concrete, useful and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter 
under 35 U.S.C. 101 . Specifically, Claims 1-24 recites steps of a method for releasing a product 
under development, these various steps (i.e. "storing in a memory... identifying one of said 
versions. . .") are steps that can be done by a person as a mental step or using pencil or paper 
which are directed merely to an abstract idea without a practical application and are not tangible. 
In addition, claim 27 recites "a signal embedded in a carrier medium" which is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter because it is not being tangibly embodied in a manner so as to be 
executable. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-24, 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Specifically, the claims recites "time selected from 
periodically recurring times in future" (i.e. claim 1 line 5, line 7; claim 3 line 2, etc). Time or a 
specific moment can occur only once (i.e. there is ONLY one "4/15/2005, 2:32 pm"). It is not 
understood why there is "periodically recurring time in future". For purpose of applying prior art 
rejection, this limitation is not given any patentable weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-5, 7-8, 10-16, 21-24, 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Reha et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,282,709. 
As per claim 1, Reha discloses 
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storing in memory a first association between a first version of a component of the 
product and a first time selected from periodically recurring times in future (col. 4 lines 35-42, 
lines 49-58) 

storing in memory a second association between a second version of the component and a 
second time selected from periodically recurring times in future (col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58) 

identifying one of said versions as a release version (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, 
lines 49-58) by using said associations and depending on whichever one of said times occurred 
most recently in the past (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. 
lines 57-67). 

As per claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Reha discloses 

The release version is different from the second version if the second time is yet to occur 

(col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58). 

As per claim 3, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Reha discloses 
The release version is the first version if the first time occur most recently in the past 

from among periodically recurring times (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 

lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 4, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Reha discloses on 
passage of said first time.. .among the periodically recurring time (col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49- 
58). 

As per claim 5, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Reha discloses 
wherein the association is stored in a record of a database (col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58). 
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As per claim 7, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Reha discloses storing 
the address of each version (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. 
lines 57-67, col. 8 lines 5-42). 

As per claim 8, Reha discloses copying... other components (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 
lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67, col. 8 lines 5-42). 

As per claim 10, Reha discloses storing a label. . .in a version control system (col. 3 lines 
55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 11, Reha discloses storing an indicator. . .first time (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 
lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 12, Reha discloses storing for the first version... to be included (col. 3 lines 
55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 13, Reha discloses the release. . .milestone time (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 
lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 14, Reha discloses said first time is one. . .prior to said milestone time (col. 3 
lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 15, Reha discloses receiving said first time. . .via a graphical user interface 
(Fig. 4 and col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 16, Reha discloses storing... first version (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35- 
42, lines 49-58). 

As per claim 21, Reha discloses after the second time... release version (col. 3 lines 55- 
67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 
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As per claim 22, Reha discloses storing a third... with the first version, storing a 
fourth. . . with the second version (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4- 
10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 23, Reha discloses said storing. . .second time (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 lines 
35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

As per claim 24, Reha disclose said storing. . .on as an exception (col. 3 lines 55-67, col. 4 
lines 35-42, lines 49-58, col. 5 lines 4-10. lines 57-67). 

Claims 26-27 are rejected for the reason set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim 28 is rejected for the reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 1, 3, 5, 7. 

Claim 29 is rejected for the reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 6, 9, 10-12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 9, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reha 
et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,282,709. 

As per claims 6, 17, Reha does not explicitly disclose storing an identity of a person 
responsible for development of each version/receiving . However, Official Notice is taken that 
storing/receiving an identify of a person responsible for development of software was well 
known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to incorporate the teaching of the well 
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known knowledge into Reha because it provides a complete record of software development 
history that can be made available for later use, such as modification or consultation purpose. 

As per claim 9, Reha does not explicitly disclose storing an identity of a bug that has 
been fixed in each version. However, Official Notice is taken thatstoring an identity of a bug 
that has been fixed in each version was well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to incorporate the teaching of the well known knowledge into Reha because it provides a 
complete record of software development history that can be made available for later use, such as 
modification or consultation purpose. 

As per claims 18, 19, 20, Reha does not explicitly disclose said periodically recurring 
time occur once a week, each time in the periodically recurring times occurs on a predetermined 
day selected from a group of consisting of Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday or each time in 
the periodically recurring time occurs on Wednesday. Official Notice is taken that selecting a 
convenient time to comparing versions of software was well known in the art. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to incorporate the teaching of the well known knowledge into Reha 
because one would want to perform this function at a convenient time. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wei Zhen whose telephone number is 571-272-3708. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Wei Zhen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2191 



